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WATCH THE MPLS
WORSHIP SERVICE AT
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9, 10am

HOLY COMMUNION
8:30am Except 7/21

NURSERY (NOW FOR
AGES 6 WEEKS TO
AGE 6!)

9, 10am

JULY 28

THE UNUSUAL
SUSPECTS

A ROMAN CENTURION
Luke 7:1-10

0 9, 10am

SERMON Pastor Kalland

Q 9, 10am

SERMON Pastor Olson Popp

1 Kings 19:4-15

o 9, 10am

SERMON Pastor Cieslik

0 9, 10am

SERMON Pastor Dixon

John 4:5-21, 25-30, 39-42

o 9, 10am

SERMON Pastor Hammersten

0 9, 10am

SERMON Pastor Kalland

MARY MAGDALENE
John 20:11-18

0 9, 10am

SERMON Pastor Dixon

0 9, 10am

SERMON Pastor Cieslik

*Holy Communion during
worship at 9 & 10am

WEDNESDAYS

MIDWEEK SUMMER WORSHIP AT THE MOUNT OLIVET

CONFERENCE & RETREAT CENTER

Looking for a way to worship on Wednesday evenings this summer?

Come to the Conference & Retreat Center each Wednesday

evening through August 7. More information on page 6.

COVER IMAGE
Altar at Cathedral of the Pines Camp.

QOur COP 75th Anniversary Celebration Party is on Friday, October 11, at the
Metropolitan Ballroom & Clubroom. Tickets are $35 and available at mtolivet.org,

join us!
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FROM THE SENIOR PASTOR @

1he Summer of Gratitude

I have long believed that gratitude is the noblest emotion.
Why? Three inter-connected reasons. First, gratitude, like love,

is directed outward. When you are grateful you are suddenly not

thinking at all about yourself — your wants, needs, grievances, griefs.

You are focused instead on that person or thing for which you are
grateful. Second, freed from self-preoccupation, gratitude affects
and improves your entire outlook. The world seems better, the
future more hopeful, the people around you of greater significance
and value, when you are paying attention to reasons you have to be
grateful. (Interestingly, I find that the more I give thanks, the more
things I find for which to be grateful.) Third, in this way, gratitude
creates energy and momentum. Weighed down by worry or a sense
of grievance, it’s hard to find the energy to move forward. But
gratitude re-orients you immediately to what is possible, to what is
good, to what is worth working toward.

So, with that in mind, I'm officially declaring July the
beginning of a Summer of Gratitude! (Okay, so I don’t honestly
know if T have any authority to do that, but then again, no one has
told me I can’t!) I'll begin by naming a few of the things for which
I’m grateful, and then invite you to do the same. So, in addition to
naming my family as my chief blessing, I would share these as five
current Mount Olivet-related blessings for which I am particularly
grateful:

1. New Pastoral Colleagues! It’s exciting not just to replenish
our pastoral team, but to grow it with three outstanding
candidates to be associate pastors at Mount Olivet. Each is
gifted, each brings different experiences and personalities,
and each is excited to be here. So fun!

2. Cathedral of the Pines... and its 75th Anniversary! I am
grateful for the vision of Pastor Reuben Youngdahl to
create a camp where kids can get away, be themselves,
form deep relationships with each other, and grow in their
understanding of God’s love for them and the world. I'm
grateful for Pastor Paul Youngdahl’s steadfast leadership
of COP, his commitment to the youth of our church, and
his willingness to invest so much of himself in camp. 'm
incredibly grateful for the current leadership of Kristi
Youngdahl and her contagious enthusiasm for
all-things-COP with her deep and transparent love for our
kids. This summer we get to celebrate Camp’s 75th year of
providing a holy (and fun!) sanctuary for kids that, frankly,

has never been more important or needed than now.

3. Summer Day Camps! As I write, the first of our summer
day camps is getting underway and the excitement and
enthusiasm and laughter are just plain infectious! Along
with our full-time preschool, our investment in a summer
day camping program reflects our commitment to come
alongside the parents and families of the communities we
serve. And if you could see the delight on the faces of both
campers and their parents, you would know it’s a worthy
investment!

4. Summer worship! T've found the summer preaching series on
Unusual Suspects — folks that, from the outside, don’t look
too promising yet through whom God does amazing
things — both personally inspiring and fun to preach. It’s
also been wonderful to hear the variety of guest musicians
and soloists we’re fortunate to have at our disposal. And...
worship attendance has been fantastic! So keep coming —
you won't regret it! — and when you're away, don’t forget to
livestream the service!

5. A generous, supportive, and bold congregation! At our latest
Congregation Council meeting, we not only approved
calling three pastors but also approved moving ahead with
exploring how we might use the 1700 Chapel across the
street from the Minneapolis Campus to better serve our
community and become a much-needed gathering-place
when so many people feel more isolated. If you've read
the headlines of late, you'll know that few churches are
growing and have the resources to dream new dreams and
undertake bold ventures. We can! And that’s because of your
commitment, your faithful generosity, and your prayers!
So, there’s my gratitude list. What’s included on yours? Trust

me, naming these things, giving thanks for them, and especially
telling others when you are thankful for them will lift your spirits,
give you new energy, and make you both more hopeful and more
grateful. So here’s to kicking off our Summer of Gratitude!

See you in Church (whether in-person or virtually)!

A Pasbnlose

DAVID J. LOSE, SENIOR PASTOR

.,\\\\\‘
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MEET OUR NEW PASTORS!

Following a successful congregational vote on June 16, 2024, Mount Olivet is excited to welcome three new associate pastors.

PASTOR
JENI GRANGAARD

Pastor Jeni Grangaard has served as a pastor
since 2010, holding positions in Glyndon,
MN; Jerusalem (as Coordinator of the
ELCA’s Young Adults in Global Mission
program); and most recently at Luther
Seminary, St. Paul. She loves watching
basketball (she played while a student
at Augsburg), rooting for all MN sports
teams, reading, baking, home improvement
projects, and walking her Golden Doodle,
Freddie. Pastor Grangaard’s husband,
Colin, is also an ELCA pastor and they
are the parents of two children, Amos
(2nd grade) and Josie (5th grade, who
will be attending COP for the first time
this summer). Fun fact: her hometown
of Longville, MN, is the Turtle Racing
Capital of the World (at least according to
Jeopardy). She will begin her

ministry on July 7.

CANDIDATE
JENNA OLSON POPP

Pastoral Candidate Jenna Olson Popp
is looking forward to being ordained
this August at her home congregation of
Southwood Lutheran Church (Lincoln,
NE), where her dad recently retired as
senior pastor. A recent graduate of Luther
Seminary, she loves dogs and enjoys
running and yoga. Her perfect day would
be a long run in the morning and watching
college football in the afternoon, holding
a cup of coffee in one hand and pettinga
dog with the other. She met her husband,
Cameron, at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, of which they are proud alum.
They love to travel, with a goal of secing
a new country cach year. Fun fact: her
favorite comfort food is a not-too-greasy-
but-not-too-fancy cheeseburger. Pastoral
Candidate Olson Popp will start at
Mount Olivet in mid-July.

PASTOR
KARL JACOBSON

Pastor Karl Jacobson has served in a
variety of pastoral and teaching positions
in Minnesota, Virginia, and California,
most recently as Lead Pastor at Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd (Mpls). He
is the author or co-author of several books
and numerous articles with a particular
focus on the Psalms. He enjoys golf, tennis,
fishing, and spending time with family up
North. He describes himself as a “resigned”
Minnesota sports fan. His wife, Angela,
is also an ELCA pastor and together they
share five children (Thursday, Sam, Lucy,
Nora, and Claire), a dog, and several
cats. Fun fact: ever the diplomat, Pastor
Jacobson played tennis at St. Olaf and has
also taught in the Tennis and Life Camp
at Gustavus. He will begin his part-time
tenure at Mount Olivet in September.

SERMON SERIES: THE UNUSUAL SUSPECTS

This summer in worship we continue to look at a few of the unusual suspects in scripture. Some of these characters will be very well known,
others will not, but the one thing they have in common is that God worked through each and every one of them to do something

amazing — and they are far from model or ideal people. Join us at worship in July and learn more!

SUNDAY, JULY 7: Elijah

“Words of encouragement from an unexpected source.”

SUNDAY, JULY 21: Mary Magdalene

“The resurrection’s first witness.”

SUNDAY, JULY 28: A Roman Centurion

SUNDAY, JULY 14: A Samaritan Woman
“The outsider with big faith.”

“Shares the Gospel with everyone!”
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DEVOTION

“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with
sighs too deep for words.” —Romans 8:26

One of the great blessings of going to
Cathedral of the Pines Camp is the evening
worship service. There is time to sing, hear

scripture, and listen to a short meditation. Near

the end of the service, all the worshippers are
invited to participate in “open prayer.” It’s a time
to share prayers out loud (I know it doesn’t sound
very Lutheran!). It is a beautiful thing to be part of. All the heads bow, the chapel

is quiet, and slowly people start to pray. It’s amazing, the prayers always start with
the same four words, “Dear God, thank you.” Then the person who prays shares a
gratitude list. It’s humbling and inspirational.

Sometimes we have difficulty praying. A wise man shared decades ago that
prayer “is like talking to your best friend.” Let God know everything that is going on
with you. God knows that prayer is healthy and therapeutic. As Kierkegaard shared,
“the function of prayer is not to influence God but rather to change the nature of the

one who prays.” — PASTOR KALLAND

THANK YOU!

Those are the two words I want you to hear loud and clear as we approach
the middle of the calendar and fiscal year. Thank you for your faithful pledging and
estimates of planned giving made last fall. Thank you for your giving across the first
half of 2024 that has kept us moving forward in mission. Thank you for your prayers
for the vitality of this congregation. It all matters!

In fact, because of your faithful generosity, we’ve been able not simply to stay
strong, but to grow in our Sunday School and Confirmation programs; in our Camp
attendance (both COP and Day Camps), in our Preschool; in our outreach; and in
a variety of our offerings on and beyond Sundays. More than that, across the first
half of 2024, we were grateful to welcome another 250 new members to the life we
share together. We've also been able to take care of our buildings, enhance our digital
offerings, and add staff as necessary to meet the needs of our church and community.
And, of course, your strong support allows us not only to replenish our pastoral staff,
but to increase it to take advantage and encourage all the growth we are experiencing.

So, let me say once again: thank you! Thank you showing up for worship, for
taking advantage of our streaming worship when you are away, for volunteering at
church and beyond, for entrusting us with your generous gifts, for praying for each
other, for showing up for the Gala and so many other events, and in all these ways for
caring about the health of this faith community and, even more, for the mission with
which God has entrusted us.

That is what Stewardship means — taking care of something on behalf of
someone else. This is what you do so regularly and so well: steward your blessings,
your gifts, your time, your finances, recognizing that God has given you all these
things and more to help share the good news of Christ in word and deed. Thank you!
— PASTOR LOSE



@ CONFERENCE & RETREAT CENTER

MIDWEEK SUMMER
WORSHIP: GOD'S
WIDE WELCOME

Summer Midweeks at the Conference & Retreat

Center run for six more weeks through August
7! Each evening begins with a meal from our
kitchen, followed by a nature talk from retreat

center staff, concluded by a worship service led
God's Wide Welcome
Midweek Summer Worship 2024

, Mount Olivet Conference & Retreat Center
of God’s generous hospitality toward all people, WEDNESDAYS, JUN 26 - AUG 7

by a Mount Olivet Pastor. This year’s theme,
God'’s Wide Welcome, explores biblical examples

often those least expected. Hear stories that .
tell the endless ways God extends welcome to

absolutely everyone, and be inspired to share

that inclusive love with others.

Cost is $20 for dinner, worship service, and nature class. An additional $10 charge
is required for bus transportation from 7500 York, the West Campus, and the Mpls
Campus. Online registration is open! Please call the Conference & Retreat Center
at 952.469.2175 with any questions you might have.

SCHEDULE:

4:30pm Buses Leave 7500 York & West Campus

5pm Bus Leaves Mpls Campus

5:30-6:30pm Dinner Served (Menu available online)

6:30-7pm Nature Talk

7:15pm Worship

8pm Bus Departs

DATE PASTOR SOLOIST NATURE CLASS
How Trees Communicate
JULY 3 Pastor Kalland Matthew Valverde, tenor )
with Megan van Deusen
Spirituality of Trees
JULY 10 Pastor Maclean Amanda Jenkins, soprano p ! )
with Theresa Latin
) ) Honeybees
JULY 17 Pastor Lose Justin Staebell, baritone o
with Mike Nelson
) ) ) Color and its Impact on Wellbeing
JULY 24 Pastor Dixon Susan Steincross, piano e )
with Tricia Asuncion
o Diane and Claire Loudon, Introduction to Forest Bathing
JULY 31 Pastor Cieslik L Ly
violin and cello with Kristen Mastel
Living under the Stars
AUGUST 7 | Pastor Hommersten | Sydney Raley, soprano o
with Mike Lynch

MESSENGER 6

S SUMMER OUTDOOR
& CONCERT SERIES

SUMMER
OUTDOOR
CONCERTS

MOTHER BANJO

Friday, July 19

KATIE DAHL

Friday, August 23
Concessions Open: 6-7:30pm
Concert: 7-8:30pm

Join us for two nights in nature
with free music and concession-
style food! Our kitchen will
serve dishes like woodfired
pizzas, walking tacos, and root
beer floats followed by concerts
from local musicians. Sit at one
of our picnic tables or bring your
own blanket or lawn chair, and
enjoy live music surrounded by
the beauty of the Conference &
Retreat Center. Come early for
a hike or stay late to stargaze.
Concerts will take place near
our Natural Playscape, perfect
for families with children. All
are welcome. Even though the
concert is free, pre-registration is
encouraged

so that we can extend our
highest level of hospitality.
More information available at

mtolivetretreat.org
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DAYTIME & EVENING

MOUNT
OLIVET BOOK
DISCUSSION

DAYTIME DISCUSSIONS:
10-11:30am the second
Tuesday of the month
EVENING DISCUSSIONS:
6-7:30pm the second
Wednesday of the month

Both held in the Mpls Campus
Library

JUL 9/10: Tom Lake by Ann
Patchett

AUG 13/14: The It Girl by
Ruth Ware

SEP 10/ 11: Heaven and
Earth Grocery Store by James
McBride

OCT 8/9: How to Know a
Person by David Brooks

NOV 12/13: Trust by
Hernan Diaz

DEC 10/ 11: West with
Giraffes by Lynda Rutledge

Register online at mrolivet.org/
education or by contacting Katie
Stevenson at
katies@miolivet.org or
612.767.2232.

ADULT EDUCATION @

INTERWOVEN
RELATIONSHIPS

In November of 2023, I asked our college-aged members this question: “Why

are young people falling away from church?” Dozens of responses later, two major
themes emerged. 1) Many young people understand Christianity to be judgmental,
hateful, and moralistic. It’s what they’ve heard all their lives from the loudest
Christian voices. 2) Disillusioned young people have no idea that the church down
the street might be different in any meaningful way from the Christianity of the
culture warriors they see on campaign trails and social media. They do not know
ofthand the difference between a Methodist, Presbyterian, Southern Baptist,
non-denominational, or Lutheran congregation, and they have no motivation to
conduct field research on Sunday mornings. And so, many (soon it will be most!)
have opted simply to throw the baby out with the bathwater, so to speak.

Young people at Mount Olivet have a remarkably different experience. They
have a connection to church not based on political identity, culture war loyalties, or
even theological convictions, but on a variety of interwoven relationships. They have
fast friendships with peers they’ve met at church; they have trusting relationships
with their pastors and many other adults who have accompanied them on their faith
journey; they have a relationship to God, whom they understand to be a loving,
gracious, and abidingly faithful figure. All these relationships cultivate a sense of
belonging. They have a church home.

What I have learned from our young people is that this is the only approach
to faith formation that has any chance of rooting the next generation in the church.
If we lead with anything other than grace (and a community that reflects and extends
that grace), our kids’ roots will be shallow indeed. We cannot batter and bully our
kids into trusting God or loving church. Faith cannot be coerced. Our kids have
taught me that, and they have taught me anew the power of the Gospel to accomplish
what we cannot.

PAsTOR DIixON

Pastor Dixon’s class, “The Rise & Fall of the American Christian Empire,” delves further
into the topic of youth and the church, particularly in the fourth session. The videos of this
class can be found at mrolivet.org/education if youd like to hear more.



(@) CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY MESSENGER

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION IS
OPEN FOR THE 2024-25 PROGRAM
YEAR!

Our unique music-based Sunday School classes, taught by music educators, provide biblical faith formation within the context of a
musical experience. Children ages Pre-K through 5th grade are provided opportunities to sing, play instruments, participate in worship,
and learn the faith stories and promises of God’s unending love for them. All are activities that help us discover new church friendships,
create community, and develop our faith! Sunday School is offered at the Minneapolis and West Campuses during the 9 and 10am
worship services. Registration can be found online at meolivet.org!

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES INCLUDE:
PRESCHOOL AGE: Cherub Sunday School
KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1: Allcluia Sunday School
GRADES 2 & 3: Hosanna Sunday School

GRADES 4 & 5: Chapel Sunday School

For more information about Sunday School, please contact Amy Porthan, Faith Formation Coordinator, at amyp@mtolivet.org or
612.767.2285.

SAVE THE DATE:
4TH GRADE BIBLE PRESENTATION
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YOUTH MINISTRY @

SUMMERTIME PLAYERS!

Last year was my first year

of being a counselor for
Summertime Players! and it was
SO fun!I could tell the campers
were having so much fun too.
STP is a camp for anyone just
looking to have fun. You get

to go on fun field trips each

day like pools, beaches, and
bowling. And then we have a
performance at the end of the
wecek! My favorite memory was watching everyone get out of their
comfort zones and have fun while dancing and singing! It’s so cool
to watch everyone come together and be friends no matter who
you are or who you are friends with. This summer I am hyped to
see returning and new campers bring their fun and high energy
cach day. STP is a time to be who you are with friends who are

all here to support you! I'm very eager to come back to STP this
summer and have so much fun again! —~Marlie Smith, Counselor

& Junior at Chanhassen High School

I have been super excited to

be able to do Summertime
Players! ever since I watched
my older sisters do it when they

were my age. Last year was my

. P UM
first year getting to participate éQ;‘ffERSF

in Summertime Players! and
some of my favorite things were

meeting new friends, doing fun

activities every day, and getting

to sing and dance to some

awesome songs. This year I am really looking forward to seeing

all my church friends again and to meet some new ones. I'm also
excited to see what we will be singing and dancing to this year,
because the music is always fun and energetic and it's really cool to
be able to have a big performance at the end of the week.

—Kassy Miller, Camper & 7th Grader at Twin Oaks Middle
School

YOU CAN STILL REGISTER FOR STP! AT
MTOLIVET.ORG AS A CAMPER OR COUNSELOR!
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JOIN US AT THESE UPCOMING
SUMMER EVENTS!

mER SUMMER POP-UP CHOIRS

POP_UP a Come and bring a friend to these fun choir experiences. All ages and abilities are welcome! Please

register at meolivet.org.
N CHOIR SOPRANO/ALTO POP-UP CHOIR AT MPLS CAMPUS

Rehearsal: Thursday, July 11, 6-7pm

14

Performances: Sunday, July 14. Rehearsal at 8am, Sing at 9 and 10am Worship Services.
TENOR/BASS POP-UP CHOIR AT MPLS CAMPUS

Rehearsal: Thursday, August 1 at 6-7pm

Performances: Sunday, August 4. Rehearsal at 8am, Sing at 9 and 10am Worship Services.

FIX-IT CLINIC

Saturday, July 13, 12noon-4pm, Mpls Campus

HX-,T Mount Olivet's Creation Care Team is hosting a fix-it clinic with Hennepin County. Please bring your
small household appliances, clothing, electronics, mobile devices, and more. There will be free guided

assistance from volunteers with repair skills to disassemble, troubleshoot, and hopefully fix your items!
Fix-It Clinics teach valuable troubleshooting and basic repair skills, build community connections, and

reduce the number of repairable items that are thrown in the trash. No registration necessary, join us!

FOOD DRIVE

Sunday, July 14, 8:30-10:45am, Mpls & West Campuses

Please donate non-perishable food items for our community partners. Cash donations are also
accepted! Our partners have avenues to stretch our dollars even further, so cash is always a great option.
Checks can be made payable to VEAP. Donations from the Mpls Campus will benefit VEAP and West

Campus donations will benefit Bountiful Baskets.

; Ni78 MOUNT OLIVET SCHOOL OF MUSIC & THE ARTS
. @J)u HV/E'TF. pe Have you tried one of the Mount Olivet Art Classes yet? If not, summer is a perfect time to do so.

> B | TR /R

CART
éfLA\S“SES,

LIVET.ORG MPLS 612.926.7651+WEST 952.767.150f

Come and enjoy learning and creating something fun and new!
ADULT/CHILD BEACH-THEMED PAINTING
Wednesday, July 17, 6-8pm, Mpls Campus

ONE-STROKE SUMMER FLOWERS

Tuesday, August 13, 6-8pm, Mpls Campus
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| VENDORS WANTED!
 REGISTER NOW AT MTOLIVET.ORG

G

sssssssss

2nd
SATURDAY IN
NOVEMBER
9AM-2PM
l 'MOUNT OLIVET WEST CAMPUS

7150 ROLUNG ACRES RD.
VICTORIA, MN

APLS 612.926.7651WEST 952.767.1500

MOUNT OLIVET @

VENDOR APPLICATION FOR THE MOCW
HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE AND HOLIDAY MARKET

Come and be a vendor at the 2024 MOCW Holiday Boutique, on Saturday, November 2, from
9am-2pm at the Mpls Campus, and/or the MOCW Holiday Market on Saturday, November 9,
9am-2pm, at the West Campus. Vendor applications will be accepted through July 15. All Vendors
will pay a $50 non-refundable table fee per event during the application process. There are a limited
number of second tables that will be an additional charge of $25 at the time of registration. Acceptance
letters will be sent out no later than August 1. If you have questions about the Mount Olivet Mpls
Campus Holiday Boutique, please contact Sandy and Maggie at mtolivetboutique@gmail.com or for
the West Campus Holiday Market, contact Nicole and Christine at westholidaymarket@gmail.com.

YOUNG IN HEART & FRIENDS

Tuesday, July 23, 1pm, Mpls Campus, $5 per person

Young in Heart and Friends invites you to join us for Minnesota Trivia and Bingo. This Minnesota
themed event will be filled with fun, fellowship and refreshments. Bring a friend to share in the
experience. Register by July 19, at mtolivet.org or by contacting Tricia Asuncion at 612.767.2210 or

tasuncion@mtolivet.org

HANDBELL CHOIR START-UP

Thursday, July 25, 6-6:45pm, Mpls Campus Fellowship Hall

Thursday, August 22, 6-6:45pm, Mpls Campus Fellowship Hall

Exciting news! The handbells are ringing again! These sessions are open to all who are interested in
handbells. We are secking individuals with strong musicianship who are proficient in reading music at
a basic level to foster the ensemble’s growth and capability. At the end of the second class, a proficiency
test will determine the performing bell ensemble for the 2024-2025 season.

For those not in the performing bell ensemble but interested in learning and practicing bell ringing,
beginner bell rehearsals and opportunities will be available throughout the year. These sessions will
cover reading music and learning different bell-ringing techniques.

It’s time to dust off the bells, put on your gloves, pick up those mallets, and let the bells ring out once
more! To sign up for these two classes, learn more, and get involved, reach out to Dr. Jordan Buchholtz,

our Principal Organist and Handbell Director, at jbuchholtz@mtolivet.org.

FLYING SOLO COFFEE IN THE COURTYARD

Sunday, July 28, following the 10am service, West Campus

Sunday, August 18, following the 10am service, Mpls Campus

Enjoy some coffee and sweet treats following the worship services. Please register at mtolivet.org if you
plan to attend.
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