
 

 
Matthew 1:18-25 The Birth of Jesus 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 
together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which 
means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had 
no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named 
him Jesus. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 28:1-9, 16-20 The Resurrection of Jesus 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For 
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed 
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my 
message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great 
joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshipped him. 1Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 
  
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; 
but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age. 

 

1.      “Do not be afraid,” is a refrain throughout the Gospel of Matthew. When in your life have you heard this same encouragement?  How has it impacted 
you? What difference does it make for following God in our current context? 
  

2.     How does the expansive claim that Jesus is Emmanuel, God-with-us, challenge and inspire us as a community of faith in light of the upheaval, chaos, 
and injustices of our own time? 
 

3.     Read the Mission Discourse, Matthew 9:35-10:42. How does this broaden our understanding of the Great Commission and what it means to “go and 
make disciples?”  
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