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The Welcome

The Opening Hymn
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Hark! The herald angels sing,

"Glory to the newborn king;

peace on earth, and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled."

Joyful, all you nations, rise;

join the triumph of the skies;

with angelic hosts proclaim,

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Hark! The herald angels sing,

"Glory to the newborn king!"

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!

Hail the Sun of righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings,

ris'n with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,

born that we no more may die,

born to raise each child of earth,

born to give us second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing,

"Glory to the newborn king!"
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The Story of God’s Promises 

Made and Kept in the Christ Child

The Promises Made

The Reading - Genesis 3:8-14
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the

garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man

and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord

God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God

called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He

said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was

afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said,

“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from

the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man

said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave

me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said

to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The

woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord

God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

cursed are you among all animals and among all wild

creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall

eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you

and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he

will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”

The Hymn 
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free;

from our fears and sins release us; 

let us find our rest in thee.

Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art,

dear desire of ev'ry nation, 

joy of ev'ry longing heart.



The Reading - Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has

shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His

authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless

peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will

establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from

this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts

will do this.

The Hymn 
Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming
Lo, how a rose e'er blooming

from tender stem hath sprung!

Of Jesse's lineage coming

as seers of old have sung,

it came, a flow'r so bright,

amid the cold of winter,

when half-spent was the night.

The Reading - Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little

clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to

rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is

in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall

return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and feed his

flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of

the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be

great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of

peace.



The Hymn 
O Little Town of Bethlehem
For Christ is born of Mary,

and, gathered all above

while mortals sleep, the angels keep

their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the king,

and peace to all the earth!

The Reading - Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that

all the world should be registered. This was the first registration

and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went

to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David

called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house

and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While

they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And

she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands

of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place

for them in the inn.

The Promises Kept

The Hymn 
Love Came Down at Christmas
Love came down at Christmas,

love all lovely, Love divine;

Love was born at Christmas;

star and angels gave the sign.



The Reading - Luke 2:8-16
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping

watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood

before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and

they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be

afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all

the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,

who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the

heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the

highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he

favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,

the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the

Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

The Hymn 
The First Noel
The first Noel the angel did say

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All

things came into being through him, and without him not one

thing came into being. What has come into being in him was

life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. And the

Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

The Reading - John 1:1-5, 14



The Hymn 
Angels We Have Heard On High
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains,

and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;

come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.

Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Sermon
Come, O Dayspring from on High

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

Pastor MacLean

The Words of Institution

The Distribution of Elements



The Closing Hymn
Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The Benediction

The Communion Prayer
Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human

nature and to illuminate the world with your light. By your grace

adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit,

through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

The Postlude
Angels We Have Heard on High
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