The Morning Worship
Sunday, August 30, 2020
Pastor Ruud preaching
Pastor Dixon, liturgist

The Prelude
The Welcome
The Opening Hymn
Oh, Worship the King
Oh, worship the King, all-glorious above.
Oh, gratefully sing God's power and love;
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.
Your bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light,
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.
O measureless might, ineﬀable love,
while angels delight to hymn you above,
the humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to your praise.

The Invocation
We gather as we live, supported by God’s love, conﬁdent of God’s grace,
and emissaries of God’s peace, for we are baptized in the Name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The Confession and Absolution
Pastor: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
St. John writes, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sin, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” And so we gather
to confess our sin, not because we believe God thinks us unworthy, but
because, out of love, God has promised always to receive us in mercy and
grace.
Congregation: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have le undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
Pastor: And now hear these words of promise and consolation: Almighty
God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe, he gives the power to become children
of God. All this is promised in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Prayers of the Day

The pastor will close each of the prayers with the words “Lord, in your mercy,” and
you are invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.”

The Hymn of the Day

Be Thou My Vision
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

The Reading ~ Luke 13:6-9
Then he told this parable: “A man had a ﬁg tree planted in his vineyard; and he
came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here!
For three years I have come looking for fruit on this ﬁg tree, and still I ﬁnd none.
Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one
more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year,
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suﬀered under
Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

The Oﬀertory Anthem
How Can I Keep from Singing ~ Diane Tuiofu
Audrey Johnson, mezzo soprano

The Sermon
The Patient Farmer & Barren Fig Tree ~ Pastor Ruud
The Closing Hymn

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like ﬂow'rs before thee,
praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
ﬁll us with the light of day.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction and Sending
The Postlude
Grand Chœur ~ Théodore Salomé
Richard Owen, Principal Organist
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