The Morning Worship
Sunday, August 16, 2020
Pastor Freeman preaching
Pastor Ruud, liturgist

The Prelude
The Welcome
The Opening Hymn
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.
Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us ﬁnd thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

The Invocation
We gather as we live, supported by God’s love, conﬁdent of God’s grace,
and emissaries of God’s peace, for we are baptized in the Name of the
Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The Confession and Absolution
Pastor: Let us pray: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
St. John writes, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us. But if we confess our sin, God who is faithful and just will
forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” And so we gather
to confess our sin, not because we believe God thinks us unworthy, but
because, out of love, God has promised always to receive us in mercy and
grace.
Congregation: Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have le undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
Pastor: And now hear these words of promise and consolation: Almighty
God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives
us all our sins. To those who believe, he gives the power to become children
of God. All this is promised in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Prayers of the Day

The pastor will close each of the prayers with the words “Lord, in your mercy,” and
you are invited to respond, “Hear our prayer.”

The Hymn of the Day

Amazing Grace
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.
The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

The Reading ~ Luke 15: 1-2, 11-32
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them.”
Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he
divided his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all
he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in
dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his ﬁelds to feed the
pigs. He would gladly have ﬁlled himself with[c] the pods that the pigs were eating;
and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many
of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set oﬀ and went to his father. But
while he was still far oﬀ, his father saw him and was ﬁlled with compassion; he ran
and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I
have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his ﬁnger and sandals on his feet. And get

the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.
“Now his elder son was in the ﬁeld; and when he came and approached the house,
he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going
on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to
go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I
have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young
goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came
back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf
for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours
was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suﬀered under
Pontius Pilate, was cruciﬁed, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

The Oﬀertory Anthem
He's Just the Same Today ~ Victor Labenske
Amanda Jenkins, soprano

The Sermon
The Prodigal Son ~ Pastor Freeman
The Closing Hymn
On Our Way Rejoicing

On our way rejoicing gladly let us go.
Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe.
Christ without, our safety; Christ within, our joy;
who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy?
Refrain: On our way rejoicing; as we forward move,
hearken to our praises, O blest God of love!

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction and Sending
The Postlude
Allegro Maestoso from Water Music ~ G. F. Handel
Richard Owen, Principal Organist
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